
Aviation Acronyms and Mnemonics 

 

ARROW  

Airworthiness 

Registration 

Radio station 

Operator handbook 

Weight and balance 

Aircraft Documents 

Shows that the aircraft was airworthy when made 

Expires every 3 years, check date 

Only for international flight 

Pilot Operating Handbook 

Specific to the aircraft 

Required Equipment  

GOOSE A CAT  

Gas Gauge 

Oil Temperature 

Oil Pressure 

Seat Belts 

ELT 

Altimeter 

Compass 

Airspeed 

Tachometer 

Day VFR 

For each tank and must be working 

For each engine 

For each engine 

  

Can be removed for maintenance for up to 90 days 

 

 

For each engine 

Tomato Flames 

Tachometer 

Oil pressure 

Manifold pressure 

Altimeter 

Temperature sensor 

(liquid-cooled) 

Oil temperature (air 

cooled) 

Fuel gauge 

Landing gear position 

Airspeed indicator 

Magnetic compass 

ELT 

Seat belt 

Day VFR required equipment 

FLAPS  

Fuses 

Landing light 

Anti-collision lights 

Position lights 

Source of electricity 

Night 

Fuses or breakers 

Only for “hire” operations 

In lights 

Alternator or generator 

GRAB CARD 

Generator 

Radio 

Attitude Indicator 

Ball 

Clock 

Altimeter 

Rate of turn 

Direction Gyro 

 

 

IFR required equipment 

Or alternator-a source of power 

 

 

Part of a turn coordinator 

 

Sensitive- adjustable 

Part of a turn coordinator 

Heading indicator 



Compass Errors   

UNOS 

Undershoot 

North 

Overshoot 

South 

When turning and pointed Northerly, the indicated heading 

will be lag behind the actual heading.  When pointed 

Southernly and turning, the indicated heading will lead 

ahead of the actual heading. 

ANDS 

Accelerate 

North 

Decelerate 

South 

 

When flying East or West, the compass will error a little to 

the North when the aircraft accelerates and to the South 

when the aircraft decelerates. 

 

Pave 

Pilot 

Aircraft 

enVironment 

External factors 

Go/No go decision making 

I’m Safe 

Illness 

Medication 

Stress 

Alcohol 

Fatigue 

Eating 

Pilot evaluation 

 

Decide 

Detect 

Estimate 

Choose 

Identify 

Do 

Evaluate 

Problem solving aid 

Detect that an action is necessary 

Estimate the significance 

Choose a desirable outcome 

Identify action steps in order of priority 

Do those action steps 

Evaluate the effects of the action taken 

Stop 

Stop 

Think 

Options 

Plan 

Problem solving aid 

Stop making things worse 

Think about your situation 

What are your option, what is working for you 

Make a plan 

Craft 

Clearance 

Route 

Altitude 

Frequency 

Transponder code 

Clearance 

Airport cleared to 

Route 

Initial Altitude 

Departure frequency 

Squack code 

5 P’s 

Plan 

Plane 

Pilot 

Passengers 

Programing 

 

 

 

 

Single pilot management 

 

 

 

Brief, sick bags 

Technology 



5 A’s 

ATIS 

Altimeter 

Align 

Avionics 

Approach 

In-range checklist 

Get weather 

Set the altimeter 

Align the DG with compass 

Set radios and navigation 

Brief the approach 

GUMPS 

Gas 

Under carriage 

Mixture 

Props 

Seat Belts & Switches 

Before landing checklist 

 


